THE QARA  MOUNTAINS

Muscat were remote as Mars, and a journey thither,
entailing an unprecedented absence from his females,
about as feasible.

'Tawakkul al Allah!' he said resignedly. 'Rely on
God/ from whom, such was the implication, affliction and
cure alike come.

'Abdullah's geniality was exceptional. The mass of these
tribesmen are a dour breed, sly, suspicious, unamiable.
They do not invite personal contacts, but the exceptional
spirit among them can be cultivated. None thinks it
necessary on arrival to bid one the respectful salutation
universal throughout Arabia, none says a word of farewell
on leaving the circle, but abruptly rises on an impulse,
slopes his rifle, and turns silently away. Among themselves
they are engaged in constant bickerings and brawlings, and
I went among them apprehensive of trouble which might
prejudice my own activities. Cow-thieving seemed to be
the main cause of the troubles, for adjustment came not
by restitution, but by revenge. Shaikh Hasan himself had,
he told me, suffered the loss of a hundred head, much of it
from the malice of enemies, for the animals were cut down
and left where they profited no one. Other men told me
that Hasan had despoiled his neighbours of far more, and
that much of the repute he now enjoyed derived from the
ethically questionable exploits of his youth.

To-day there was an alarm!

*Ta wulaidl Yajarha! Ta wulaid! Ya farhaF rang the
call throughout the country-side, and all looked at the
distant figure on the northern skyline who was raising the
taguwid- the war alarm! Were the Badawin of the steppe
coming, for the Sa'ar have, in times past, raided the Qutun,

Labkhit, the Shaikh's son, whom I was on the point of
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